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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-07 10-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 

USIE-00 INRE-00 SCCT-01 DHA-02 AID-05 CCO-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 SP-02 OC-05 OPR-02 PA-01 

USSS-00 PRS-01 SCA-01 A-01 OMB-01 SS-15 SY-05 SCS-03 

FBO-02 NSAE-00 SAB-01 SAJ-01 EB-07 COME-OO TRSE-00 

AGR-05 (ISO)W 

078469 

O P 011718Z OCT 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6471 

INFO RUQMKG /AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 

AT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PPRIORITY 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
473#$5/USMISSION USUN NY IMMEDIATE 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
CINCUSNAVERU LONDON UK 
COMMSIXTHFLT 
FOSIF ROTA SPAIN 
FICEURLANT NORFOLK VA 
DIA WASHDC 
CIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PENT, LE 

SUBJECT: OPTIMISM SHATTERED AS INCIDENTS RAISE TENSION IN BEIRUT 

1. SUMMARY: THE GROWING OPTIMISM PROVED SHORT-LIVED 

AS INCIDENTS AFTERNOON SEPT 30 HAVE BROUGHT BEIRUT BACK TO 
THE EDGE OF CIVIL DISRUPTION. ONE INCIDENT INVOLVED MEMBERS 
OF THE DRUZE COMMUNITY, AND WHILE URGENT CONSULTATIONS ARE 
UNDERWAY TO TRY TO SETTLE THE MATTER A SHARP DRUZE REACTION 
IS FEARED. THE "NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" HANGS IN 
THE BALANCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. TENSION SUDDENLY SOARED THROUGHOUT BEIRUT AFTERNOON OF 
SEPT 30 AS INCIDENTS REKINDLED THE CIVIL STRIFE. FIGHTING WAS 
SEVERE IN SEVERAL QUARTERS OF EAST BEIRUT THE FOLLOWING 
NIGHT, AND IT CONTINUED AT SOMEWHAT LOWER INTENSITY INTO EARLY 
AFTERNOON OCT 1. THE SHOOTING SUBSIDED BY LATE 

AFTERNOON. A RASH 

OF STILL-UNRESOLVED KIDNAPPINGS AND COUNTER-KIDNAPPINGS HAS 
OCCURRED AT A LEVEL EXCEPTIONAL EVEN IN THIS CITY AC- 
CUSTOMED TO SUCH PRACTICE. 

3. THE FIRST INCIDENT SEPT 30 WAS A BOMB IN THE CITY'S BUSI- 
NESS HEART WHICH LITERALLY EXPLODED THE COMMERCIAL REAWAKEN- 
ING. YET EVEN MORE SERIOUS WAS THE KILLING OF A PHALANGE 
MEMBER IN CHIYA LATE IN THE DAY. NEWS OF THIS KILLING CAUSED 
PHALANGIST ROADBLOCKS TO RE-EMERGE AND 

A GROUP OF DRUZE (REPORTS RANGE FROM 4 TO 8) WERE 
CAUGHT IN ONE OF THESE ROADBLOCKS WHILE TRAVELING IN A CAR 
AND WERE LATER KILLED. THE EXACT CIRCUMSTANCES OF THEIR 
DEATH ARE UNCLEAR, AND THE PHALANGE DENIES GUILT. HOWEVER, 
INTMIN CHAMOUN HAS PUBLICLY ACCUSED THE PHALANGE, 

AND PREDICTABLY DRUZE LEADER KAMAL JUMBLATT HAS COME OUT 
WITH A BLISTERING ATTACK AGAINST THE PHALANGE. 

4. THEIR DRUZE COMMUNITY'S ENTRY INTO THE STRIFE 
COULD BRING SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 

CONSULTATIONS ARE UNDERWAY TO TAKE THE HEAT OUT OF THE INCI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 12245 011951Z 

DENT. EFFORTS NOW FOCUS ON CONVINCING THE PHALANGE TO TURN 
OVER INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE TO THE AUTHORITIES. 

5. ALSO HANGING IN THE BALANCE IS THE FUTURE OF THE "NATIONAL 
DIALOGUE COMMITTEE." IT MET SEPT 30 WHILE THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
INCIDENTS LOOK PLACE, AND WHEN IT HEARD ABOUT THEM IT FOCUSED 
ON THE IMMEDIATE SECURITY PROBLEM. NOTHING CONCRETE WAS 
DECIDED, BUT ACCORDING TO ONE PARTICIPANT THE USE OF THE ARMY 
IN THE COMMERICAL ZONE OF BEIRUT WON THE ENDORSEMENT OF ALL 
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PARTICIPANTS. THE COMMITTEE MEETS AGAIN TOMORROW. OCT2, 

AND AS THE SCOPE OF THE DRUZE INCIDENT COMES TO LIGHT IT BECOMES 
INCREASINGLY QUESTIONABLE THAT JUMBLATT WILL AGREE TO SIT IN THE 
SAME ROOM WITH GEMAYEL. 

ADDITIONALLY THE PROBLEM WAS APPARENTLY NOT FULLY SOLVED BY OSSERIRAN'S 

REPLACEMENT OF ASSAD. SINCE AFTER HE WENT TO THE SEPT 30 MEETING 
HE POINTETJ EXCUSED HIMSELF. TO TOP IT ALL, WE UNDERSTAND 
RAYMOND EDDE IS RECONSIDERING HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
BODY. THUS, THE COMMITTEE IS BUFFETED BY DANGEROUS CROSS- 
CURRENTS EVEN BEFORE IT GETS OFF THE GROUND. 

6. POST, BANKS AND MOST BUSINESSES ARE CLOSED TODAY IN RE- 
ACTION TO THE SURGE OF FIGHTING. NEWSPAPERS REPORT ROUTES TO 
AIRPORT BLOCKED YESTERDAY DURING EVENING HOURS, BUT IT WAS 
OPEN AT VARIOUS TIMES TODAY IN SHIFTING PICTURE OF ROAD 
SECURITY. FOOD SHORTAGES, ESPECIALLY LACK OF SUGAR, RICE 
AND POWDERED MILK, AGAIN MAKING HEADLINES, AND 

GOVT HAS PROMISED TO TAKE ACTION. MERCHANTS'ASSOCIATIONS 
IN BEIRUT AND IN BEKAA VALLEY HAVE DEMANDED GOVT INDEMNIFICA- 
TION PROGRAM TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY; CABINET, WHICH MET TODAY, 

ANNOUNCED INITIAL STEPS TOWARD SUCH PROGRAM. ELEVEN 
SHUT DEPUTIES HAVE PROPOSED A LAW SUSPENDING RENTS FOR 
BUSINESSES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED SINCE APRIL WHILE STILL 
REQUIRING THE LEASES THEMSELVES TO REMAIN IN EFFECT. 

7. JAPANESE COMMUNITY HAS REPORTEDLY DWINDLED FROM ABOUT 
950 TO AROUND 300 PEOPLE. SONY HAS PERMANENTLY TRANS- 
FERRED OPERATIONS OUT OF BEIRUT. 

GODLEY 
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